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Learn how to:

• Facilitate positive peer interactions

• Support the development of social and friendship skills

Learner Objectives

• Setting the Stage
• Facilitate positive peer interactions
• Support the development of social and friendship skills
• Wrap-up, Reflection, and Action Planning

Training Agenda Our Learning Environment

What are some agreements we can make?

What can the trainer do to facilitate a safe learning environment?

How can other training participants help make the training 
environment conducive to your learning?
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• Confidentiality 
• Take Care of Yourself  and Others
• Demonstrate Respect 
• Right to Pass and Take Risks
• Assume Positive Intent 
• Recognize We Are All Learning 

Possible Shared Agreements The Pyramid Model: Promoting Social-Emotional 
Competence in Infants and Young Children

The developing capacity of the child from birth through 
five…
• to form close and secure relationships; 
• experience, regulate, and express emotions in socially 

and culturally appropriate ways; and 
• explore the environment and learn; 
…all in the context of family, community, and culture. 

CSEFEL Definition of Social-Emotional 
Development

Adapted from ZERO TO THREE, 2001

Developing Social 
& Friendship Skills
“The single best childhood predictor of adult social adaptation is not 
school grades or classroom behavior, but rather, how well a child 
gets along with other children.”
- Hartup
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Model Social Play

Developing Social 
& Friendship Skills
Progression of 
Play Skills

Age Play
Birth to 3 Months • Responds to caregivers

• Coos and smiles
• Responds to familiar voices
• Focuses on objects

8 to 12 Months • Begins to imitate play actions or behavior of 
others, especially caregiver

• Plays hiding games, songs & rhymes with adult
• Plays alone without caregiver for short periods

25 to 36 Months  Some cooperation and talking with other 
children

 Some pretend play
 Still plays alone frequently
 Interactive level moving toward (cooperative 

play)

Development of Social & Play Skills 
Handout 3
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• Organizing Play
• Sharing
• Assisting Others
• Giving Compliments
• Reciprocal Interactions
• Responsive to the social bids of others

What are Friendship Skills?

13

Why is Supporting Positive Peer 
Interactions Important?

Friendship Skills: 
Setting Up the 
Environment
Space for social 
activities
Daily schedule 
Materials & equipment

Friendship Skills:
Promoting Development

Encourage helping 
and togetherness

Model social 
behaviors

Provide positive verbal 
support for play 
between children

Read books about 
friends
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Friendship Skills –
Turn-taking and Sharing

Gradual Learned

Sharing: Cultural Considerations

Independence
(Individualist Culture)

• Children encouraged to 
do things on their own

• Child must understand 
self as “possessor” before 
learning to share

• Encouraged to share

Interdependence
(Collectivist Culture)

• Children encouraged to 
rely on others

• Sharing is stressed from 
birth; ownership is not 
emphasized

• Sharing is not a choice

Iruka, I. U., Curenton, S. M., Durden, T. R., & Escayg, K. (2020). Don’t look 
away: Embracing ANTI-BIAS classrooms. Lewisville, NC: Gryphon House.
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Infants
• Face peers toward each other during tummy-time
• Prompt and model gentle touches and greetings
• Point out peers’ interests, actions, or feelings
• Use peers’ names in play interactions

Toddlers
• Plan cooperative activities

Positive Peer Interactions:
Play

Positive Peer 
Interactions: 
Meals & Snacks
Infants

Position facing one another 

Use children’s names 

Encourage awareness of peers

Toddlers

Arrange seats in a circle or 
around a table

Ask toddlers to help serve 

Model conversation 

Respond to children’s initiations

Positive Peer 
Interactions: 
Clean Up
Infants
Place bin where all 
children can help put toys 
away
Model & prompt handing 
toys
Toddlers
Encourage children to help 
each other put toys away
Provide multiples of 
cleaning supplies
Assign roles or give choices
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Environment and 
Peer Interaction
Group activity

Handout 5

Positive Peer 
Interactions:
Reflection
Practice Implementation 
Checklist
Handout 6

• What questions do you have about the material we 
discussed?

• What insights, if any, do you have about your own 
practices, the children, and/or their families?  

• What strategies did you see or hear  
that might be useful in your role and work?

Reflection

27

• Positive peer interactions are the foundation for the 
development of social and friendship skills.

• Teachers can support positive peer interactions by 
setting up the environment to promote interaction, and 
throughout the day, during routines such as play, meals 
and snacks, and clean-up time. 

Major Messages to Take Home
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For more information, visit
prism.ku.edu

Tier 1 Peer Interaction
Handout 2 Agenda

Supporting Positive Peer
Interaction Agenda

Part 1

 Setting the Stage

 Support the Development of Social and    
          Friendship Skills

 Facilitate Positive Peer Interactions

 Wrap-up & Reflection

Other Information



DHYHORSPHQW RI POa\ SNLOOV IRU IQIaQWV & TRGGOHUV 

TLHU 1 PHHU IQWHUacWLRQ FRU PRUH LQIRUPaWLRQ: 
HaQGRXW 3 DHYHORSPHQW RI POa\ SNLOOV YaQGHUbLOW.HGX/cVHIHO   

AJe POa\ 

BLUWK WR 3 PRQWKV 
 

x RHVSRQGV WR caUHJLYHUV  

x CRRV aQG VPLOHV  

x RHVSRQGV WR IaPLOLaU YRLcHV  

x FRcXVHV RQ RbMHcWV  

4 WR 7 PRQWKV 

x EQMR\V VRcLaO JaPHV ZLWK caUHJLYHU  

x LLNHV H[SORUaWRU\ SOa\ VXSSRUWHG b\ caUHJLYHU 

x POa\V VRPH JaPHV ZLWK caUHJLYHU OLNH SHHN-a-bRR aQG SaWW\ 
caNH  

 

8 WR 12 PRQWKV 

x BHJLQV WR LPLWaWH SOa\ acWLRQV RU bHKaYLRU RI RWKHUV, 
HVSHcLaOO\ caUHJLYHU 

x POa\V KLGLQJ JaPHV, VRQJV aQG UK\PHV ZLWK caUHJLYHU   
x POa\V aORQH ZLWKRXW caUHJLYHU IRU VKRUW SHULRGV  

 

13 WR 24 PRQWKV 

x EQMR\V SOa\ ZLWK RbMHcWV 
x IQcUHaVHG LQWHUHVW LQ ZaWcKLQJ RWKHU cKLOGUHQ SOa\ 

(RQORRNHU) 
x PULPaULO\ SOa\V aORQH (VROLWaU\) 
x Ma\ RIIHU WR\V WR caUHJLYHU RU RWKHU cKLOGUHQ 
x Ma\ cKRRVH LQGHSHQGHQW SOa\ cORVH WR RWKHU cKLOGUHQ 

(SaUaOOHO) bXW QRW LQWHUacW ZLWK WKHP 

25 WR 36 PRQWKV 

x Ma\ SOa\ ZLWK RWKHU cKLOGUHQ bXW LQ aQ RccaVLRQaO RU OLPLWHG 
Za\ (aVVRcLaWLYH) 

x SRPH cRRSHUaWLRQ aQG WaONLQJ ZLWK RWKHU cKLOGUHQ 
x Ma\ WaNH OHaGHU/IROORZHU UROHV LQ SOa\ 
x SRPH SUHWHQG SOa\ 
x SWLOO SOa\V aORQH IUHTXHQWO\ 
x IQWHUacWLYH OHYHO PRYLQJ WRZaUG (cRRSHUaWLYH SOa\) 



SWUaWegieV fRU SXSSRUWiQg Whe DeYeORSPeQW Rf FUieQdVhiS SNiOOV 

TieU 1 PeeU IQWeUacWiRQ FRU PRUe iQfRUPaWiRQ:   
HaQdRXW 4 SWUaWegieV fRU FUieQdVhiS SNiOOV YaQdeUbiOW.edX/cVefeO 

E[aPiQe Whe Sh\VicaO eQYiURQPeQW WR eQVXUe WhaW WheUe iV eQRXgh VSace fRU iQfaQWV, WRddOeUV, aQd 
adXOWV WR eQgage iQ acWiYiWieV. E[aPSOeV: cRPf\ aUeaV RQ Whe fORRU, URcNeUV/gOideUV. 

EYaOXaWe Whe Sh\VicaO eQYiURQPeQW fRU VSaceV fRU WZR RU PRUe chiOdUeQ WR eQjR\ Vide-b\-Vide acWiYiW\ 
aQd fRU adXOWV WR be VeaWed cORVe b\ fRU VXSeUYiViRQ. E[aPSOeV: ORfWV, URcNiQg bRaWV, bORcN aUeaV,  
cOiPbiQg bR[eV RU SOa\ hRXVe. 

EYaOXaWe Whe daiO\ VchedXOe fRU PXOWiSOe RSSRUWXQiWieV WR deYeORS SOa\ VNiOOV each da\. E[aPSOeV:  
iQdRRU aQd RXWdRRU SOa\ WiPeV. 

PURYide eQRXgh PaWeUiaOV aQd eTXiSPeQW WhaW aOORZ aQd eQcRXUage WZR RU PRUe chiOdUeQ WR iQWeUacW. 
E[aPSOeV: OaUge PiUURUV, VWacNiQg WR\V, caUV, dROOV, SX]]OeV, RU RWheU PaQiSXOaWiYe PaWeUiaOV. 

EQcRXUage WRddOeUV WR heOS each RWheU aQd dR URXWiQeV WRgeWheU. E[aPSOeV: haQdZaVhiQg, bUXVhiQg 
WeeWh, cOeaQiQg XS WR\V. 

PURYide SRViWiYe gXidaQce aQd YeUbaO VXSSRUW fRU SOa\iQg WRgeWheU aQd heOSiQg each RWheU. E[aPSOeV: 
“MaUia aQd TaVha, \RX aUe dRiQg VXch a gRRd jRb UROOiQg RXW Whe SOa\ dRXgh WRgeWheU.” “TaVha, 
SOeaVe haQd MaUia heU VSRRQ.” “GabUieO, ZiOO \RX WaNe WhiV bRRN WR BeQji?” 

Read bRRNV abRXW fUieQdV, SOa\iQg WRgeWheU, heOSiQg each RWheU, eWc. 

PUacWice WXUQ-WaNiQg aQd VhaUiQg. POa\ WXUQ-WaNiQg gaPeV. 

IPiWaWe ZhaW a chiOd iV dRiQg. FRU e[aPSOe, ViW Qe[W WR Whe chiOd aQd VWacN bORcNV. 

DeVcUibe RQe chiOd’V acWiYiW\ WR aQRWheU RXW ORXd, dUaZiQg Whe chiOdUeQ WR QRWice each RWheU. FRU  
e[aPSOe, “ChaUOeV iV OiQiQg Whe bORcNV XS RQ Whe caUSeW. YRX aUe VWacNiQg Whe bORcNV XS high.” 



ClaVVURRP EQYiURQPeQW & PeeU IQWeUacWiRQ 
WiWh \RXU claVVURRP WeaP, fiQd Za\V WR XVe PaWeUialV 

alUead\ iQ \RXU claVVURRP WR eQcRXUage SeeU iQWeUacWiRQ. 

TieU 1 PeeU IQWeUacWiRQV FRU PRUe iQfRUPaWiRQ:   
HaQdRXW 5 EQYiURQPeQW & PeeU IQWeUacWiRQ SUiVP.kX.edX 

   MealWiPe 
HRZ caQ Ze VeW XS WableV, chaiUV, RU Whe Peal WR  
eQcRXUage iQWeUacWiRQ beWZeeQ childUeQ? 

 

 

 

 

WhaW caQ Ze dR befRUe, dXUiQg, aQd afWeU PealV WR 
eQcRXUage SeeU iQWeUacWiRQ? 

   GeWWiQg Read\ 
Which W\SeV Rf Velf-caUe acWiYiWieV ZRXld be aSSURSUiaWe 
RSSRUWXQiWieV WR eQcRXUage childUeQ WR QRWice aQd/RU 
eQgage ZiWh each RWheU? 

 

 

 

 

HRZ caQ Ze eQcRXUage iQWeUacWiRQ dXUiQg WheVe W\SeV 
Rf acWiYiWieV? 

OXWdRRUV RU G\P 
WhaW PaWeUialV RU eTXiSPeQW aUe aYailable WhaW caQ 
eQcRXUage SeeU iQWeUacWiRQ? 

 

 

 

 

HRZ Zill Ze VeW WheVe PaWeUialV XS WR eQcRXUage SeeU 
iQWeUacWiRQ? 

   Pla\ 
WhaW WR\V caQ Ze XVe WR eQcRXUage childUeQ WR QRWice 
aQd eQgage ZiWh each RWheU? 

 

 

 

 

HRZ Zill Ze XVe WheVe PaWeUialV WR eQcRXUage SeeU 
iQWeUacWiRQ? 



PUacWice ImSlemenWaWiRn CheckliVW: PeeU InWeUacWiRn 
Place a VWaU ne[W WR Whe iWemV \RX feel aUe a VWUengWh fRU \RX. 

Then, check an\ Rf Whe bR[eV WhaW aSSl\. 

TieU 1 PeeU InWeUacWiRn FRU mRUe infRUmaWiRn:   
HandRXW 6 PUacWice ImSlemenWaWiRn CheckliVW SUiVm.kX.edX  

PURmRWiQg SRViWiYe SeeU 
iQWeUacWiRQV  

LeaUn 
mRUe 
abRXW WhiV 

DR WhiV 
mRUe 
RfWen 

DR in 
RWheU 
URXWineV RU 
diffeUenWl\ 

DR WhiV in 
beWWeU 
Za\V 

EncRXUage childUen WR be aZaUe Rf & 
caUe abRXW WheiU SeeUV 

        

EncRXUage childUen WR iniWiaWe RU 
mainWain inWeUacWiRnV ZiWh WheiU SeeUV 
WhURXghRXW Whe da\  

        

PURYide SRViWiYe deVcUiSWiYe cRmmenWV 
WR childUen ZhR aUe engaging in SRViWiYe 
SeeU inWeUacWiRnV  

        

OffeU cRmfRUW Zhen negaWiYe VRcial 
inWeUacWiRnV RccXU amRng childUen 

        

MRdel VRcial VkillV fRU childUen VXch aV 
VhaUing, genWle WRXching, UeTXeVWing, RU 
XVing ZRUdV  

        

HelS childUen XndeUVWand WheiU SeeUV’ 
inWenWiRnV  

        

UVe a YaUieW\ Rf deYelRSmenWall\ 
aSSURSUiaWe VWUaWegieV, maWeUialV, and 
acWiYiWieV WR encRXUage SeeU-WR-SeeU 
inWeUacWiRnV  

    

I ZRXld like WR... 

M\ NRWeV: 



PeeU IQWeUacWLRQ TUaLQLQg FeedbacN FRUP 
DLUecWLRQV: POeaVe WaNe a PRPeQW WR SURYLde feedbacN RQ WKe 

WUaLQLQg \RX UeceLYed. WKeQ WKe VXUYe\ LV cRPSOeWe, OeaYe LW ZLWK \RXU WUaLQeU. 

TLeU 1 PeeU IQWeUacWLRQ FRU PRUe LQfRUPaWLRQ:   
HaQdRXW 7 TUaLQLQg FeedbacN SULVP.NX.edX 

TUaiQiQg LRcaWiRQ:   TUaiQiQg DaWe:       /        /              M\ PURgUaP RU CeQWeU: 

PRViWiRQ (CiUcOe RQe): 
AdPLQLVWUaWRU  EdXcaWLRQ CRRUdLQaWRU  DLVabLOLW\ CRRUdLQaWRU  MeQWaO HeaOWK CRQVXOWaQW 
TeacKeU  TeacKeU AVVLVWaQW  OWKeU (SOeaVe OLVW) __________________________________________________ 

PXW aQ “X” LQ WKe bR[ WKaW beVW deVcULbeV \RXU 
RSLQLRQ aV a UeVXOW Rf aWWeQdLQg WKLV WUaLQLQg: 

SWURQgO\ 
AgUee 

SRPeZKaW 
AgUee 

SRPeZKaW 
DLVagUee 

SWURQgO\ 
DLVagUee 

N/A 

I KaYe a beWWeU XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf ZK\ SRVLWLYe 
SeeU LQWeUacWLRQV aUe LPSRUWaQW LQ eaUO\ 
cKLOdKRRd. 

     

I KaYe a beWWeU XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf KRZ WR 
facLOLWaWe aQd VXSSRUW SRVLWLYe SeeU LQWeUacWLRQV  
LQ P\ cOaVVURRP.  

     

I KaYe a beWWeU XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf KRZ VRcLaO 
SOa\ aQd fULeQdVKLS VNLOOV deYeORS. 

     

DXULQg WKe WUaLQLQg, I WKRXgKW Rf Za\V WR 
LQcRUSRUaWe ZKaW I ZaV KeaULQg LQWR P\ daLO\ 
cOaVVURRP acWLYLWLeV.  

     

TKe WUaLQLQg LQcOXded LQfRUPaWLRQ WKaW ZaV QeZ 
WR Pe, RU ZaV SUeVeQWed LQ a PaQQeU WKaW ZaV 
dLffeUeQW fURP RWKeU WUaLQLQgV.  

     

TKe SUeVeQWeU ZaV ZeOO-RUgaQL]ed aQd 
SUeSaUed fRU WKe SUeVeQWaWLRQ.  

     

TKe SUeVeQWeU ZaV NQRZOedgeabOe RQ WUaLQLQg 
WRSLcV aQd abOe WR addUeVV TXeVWLRQV.  

     

POeaVe UeVSRQd WR WKe fROORZLQg TXeVWLRQV UegaUdLQg WKLV WUaLQLQg: 
TKe beVW feaWXUeV Rf WKLV WUaLQLQg ZeUe… 

 

 
M\ VXggeVWLRQV fRU LPSURYePeQW aUe… 

 

 
OWKeU cRPPeQWV aQd UeacWLRQV I ZLVK WR RffeU (SOeaVe XVe WKe bacN Rf WKe fRUP fRU e[WUa VSace): 
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