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Learn how to:

� Facilitate positive peer interactions

� Support the development of social and friendship skills

Learner Objectives

� Setting the Stage
� Facilitate positive peer interactions
� Support the development of social and friendship skills
� Wrap-up, Reflection and Action Planning

Agenda

Our Learning Environment

What are some agreements we can make?

What can the trainer do to facilitate a safe learning environment?

How can other training participants help make the training 
environment conducive to your learning?
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� Confidentiality
� Take Care of Yourself  and Others
� Demonstrate Respect
� Right to Pass and Take Risks
� Assume Positive Intent
� Recognize We Are All Learning

Possible Shared Agreements

The Pyramid Model: Promoting Social Emotional 
Competence in Infants and Young Children

The developing capacity of the child from birth through 
five…

� to form close and secure relationships;
� experience, regulate, and express emotions in socially

and culturally appropriate ways; and
� explore the environment and learn;
� all in the context of family, community, and culture.

CSEFEL Definition of Social Emotional 
Development
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Active Engagement
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Goals of Active Engagement

Engage the Unengaged Sustain Engagement

Active Engagement Video

Video 1.17 Active Engagement

Add an element or change an aspect
Match child’s interests
Ask questions
Give choices
Provide positive attention
Model curiosity: “I wonder…”
Give time to explore

Strategies for 
Sustaining Active Engagement

Vary prompt type
� Visual
� Auditory
� Physical

Model
Environmental arrangement
Provide choices
Point out positive peer behaviors

Strategies for 
Engaging the Unengaged
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Active 
Engagement: 
Reflection
Practice Implementation 
Checklist

Handout 3

Developing Social 
& Friendship Skills
“The single best childhood predictor of adult social adaptation is not 
school grades or classroom behavior, but rather, how well a child 
gets along with other children.”
- Hartup

Developing 
Social & 
Friendship Skills
Modeling
Social Play

1.18
Modeling Social Play

Developing Social 
& Friendship Skills
Progression of 
Play Skills
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Age Play
%LUWK�WR���0RQWKV � 5HVSRQGV�WR�FDUHJLYHUV

� &RRV�DQG�VPLOHV
� 5HVSRQGV�WR�IDPLOLDU�YRLFHV
� )RFXVHV�RQ�REMHFWV

��WR���0RQWKV � (QMR\V�VRFLDO�JDPHV�ZLWK�FDUHJLYHU
� /LNHV�H[SORUDWRU\�SOD\�VXSSRUWHG�E\�FDUHJLYHU
� 3OD\V�VRPH�JDPHV�ZLWK�FDUHJLYHU�OLNH�SHHN�D�ERR�
DQG�SDWW\�FDNH

��WR����0RQWKV � %HJLQV�WR�LPLWDWH�SOD\�DFWLRQV�RU�EHKDYLRU�RI
RWKHUV��HVSHFLDOO\�FDUHJLYHU

� 3OD\V�KLGLQJ�JDPHV��VRQJV�DQG�UK\PHV�ZLWK�
FDUHJLYHU

� 3OD\V�DORQH�ZLWKRXW�FDUHJLYHU�IRU�VKRUW�SHULRGV

Development of Social & Play Skills 
Handout 4

Age Play
���WR����0RQWKV � (QMR\V�SOD\�ZLWK�REMHFWV

� ,QFUHDVHG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�ZDWFKLQJ�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ�SOD\��RQORRNHU�
� 3ULPDULO\�SOD\V�DORQH��VROLWDU\�
� 0D\�RIIHU�WR\V�WR�FDUHJLYHU�RU�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ
� 0D\�FKRRVH�LQGHSHQGHQW�SOD\�FORVH�WR�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ��SDUDOOHO�
EXW�QRW�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�WKHP

������0RQWKV � 0D\�SOD\�ZLWK�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ�EXW�LQ�DQ�RFFDVLRQDO�RU�OLPLWHG�ZD\�
�DVVRFLDWLYH�

� 6RPH�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ
� 0D\�WDNH�OHDGHU�IROORZHU�UROHV�LQ�SOD\
� 6RPH�SUHWHQG�SOD\
� 6WLOO�SOD\V�DORQH�IUHTXHQWO\
� ,QWHUDFWLYH�OHYHO�PRYLQJ�WRZDUG��FRRSHUDWLYH�SOD\�

Development of Social & Play Skills
Handout 4

� Organizing Play
� Sharing
� Assisting Others
� Giving Compliments
� Reciprocal Interactions
� Responsive to the social bids of others

What are friendship skills?

��

Why is Supporting Positive Peer 
Interactions Important?

PRISM Engage Handout 1 5



Friendship Skills: 
Setting Up the 
Environment
Space for social 
activities
Daily schedule 
Materials & equipment

Friendship Skills:
Promoting 
Development
Encourage toddlers to help 
each other and do routines 
together
Modeling social behaviors
Provide positive verbal 
support for play between 
children
Read books about friends, 
playing together, helping 
each other, etc.
Practice turn-taking and 
sharing 
Prompt children to initiate 
interactions with each other

Video 1.19 Supporting Peer Interactions

Video 1.20 Turn Taking
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Infants
� Face peers toward each other during tummy-time
� Prompt and model gentle touches and greetings
� Point out peer’s interests, actions, or feelings
� Use peers names in play interactions

Toddlers
� Plan cooperative activities

Positive Peer Interactions:
Play

Positive Peer 
Interactions: 
Meals & Snacks
Infants
Position facing one another 
Use children’s names 
Encourage awareness of peers
Toddlers
Arrange seats in a circle or 
around a table
Ask toddlers to help serve 
Model conversation 
Respond to children’s initiations

Positive Peer 
Interactions: 
Clean Up
Infants
Place bin where all 
children can help put toys 
away
Model & prompt handing 
toys
Toddlers
Encourage children to help 
each other put toys away
Provide multiples of 
cleaning supplies
Assign roles or give choices

Positive Peer 
Interactions:
Reflection
Practice Implementation 
Checklist
Handout 6
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� What questions do you have about the material we
discussed?

� What insights, if any, do you have about your own
practices, the children, and/or their families?

� What strategies did you see or hear
that might be useful in your role and work?

Reflection

��

� Positive peer interactions are the foundation for the
development of social and friendship skills.

� Teachers can support positive peer interactions by
setting up the environment to promote interaction, and
throughout the day, during routines such as play, meals
and snacks, and clean-up time.

Major Messages to Take Home
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For more information, visit
prism.ku.edu

Tier 1 Supporting Active Engagement
Handout 2 Agenda

Supporting Active Engagement
Agenda

Part 1
 Setting the Stage: Review
 Goals of Active Engagement

Other Information

PRISM

Part 2
 Strategies for Sustaining Active Engagement
 Engaging the Unengaged
 Wrap-up & Reflection





For more information, visit
prism.ku.edu

Tier 1 Active Engagement
Handout 3 Sustaining Engagement

Sustaining Engagement:
Ways to Keep Activities Going

PRISM

Add Music
Sing words to a book, make up songs about what you are 
doing, or provide instruments to enhance an activity.

Offer a Choice
Let children take turns making simple choices about the 
activity. “Should we cook pizza or hotdogs next?”

Volume and Speed Adjustments
Create more fun by having the children do the activity 
loud or quiet, fast or slow.

Add a New Element
Change an activity or routine by adding in something 
new - a new action, object, or step.

Merge Activities 
Take two familiar activities or toys and combine them. 
For example, dolls can participate in reading a book.





For more information, visit
prism.ku.edu

Tier 1  Active Engagement
Handout 4 Class-wide Engagement

Steps for Class-wide Engagement
Use these steps to set up your room for class-wide engagement

PRISM

Scan the room for children who are not playing or interacting

1 Ensure that all children have access (both visual and physical) 
to toys and/or materials 

2 Position children so they can see each other 

3

For children who are not engaged, try using one of these ideas:4
Give a choice 
between two 

activities or toys

Talk positively 
about what other 
children are doing

Use a visual to 
show the children 

how they can 
participate





PUacWice ImplemenWaWion CheckliVW: PUomoWing AcWiYe EngagemenW 
Place a VWaU ne[W Wo Whe iWemV \oX feel aUe a VWUengWh foU \oX. 

Then, check an\ of Whe bo[eV WhaW appl\.

FoU moUe infoUmaWion: TieU 1 AcWiYe EngagemenW ������������������ 
HandoXW ��PUacWice ImplemenWaWion CheckliVW pUiVm.kX.edX  

PURPRWLQg ChLOdUeQ’V AcWLYe 
EQgagePeQW

LeaUn 
moUe 
aboXW WhiV 

Do WhiV 
moUe 
ofWen 

Do in 
oWheU 
UoXWineV oU 
diffeUenWl\ 

Do WhiV in 
beWWeU 
Za\V 

I aWWempW Wo encoXUage Xnengaged 
childUen Wo become engaged

I XVe diffeUenW Za\V Wo keep childUen 
engaged in acWiYiWieV

I giYe poViWiYe aWWenWion & commenWV Wo 
childUen Zho aUe engaged

I pUoYide WoddleUV Whe oppoUWXniW\ Wo 
make choiceV

I ZoUk WogeWheU ZiWh oWheU adXlWV in Whe 
claVVUoom Wo make VXUe all childUen aUe 
engaged

I ZRXOd OLNe WR... 

M\ NRWeV: 





AcWLYe EQJaJePeQW  TUaLQLQJ FeedbacN FRUP 
DLUecWLRQV: POeaVe WaNe a PRPeQW WR SURYLde feedbacN RQ WKe  

WUaLQLQJ \RX UeceLYed. WKeQ WKe VXUYe\ LV cRPSOeWe, OeaYe LW ZLWK \RXU WUaLQeU. 

FRU PRUe LQfRUPaWLRQ: TLeU 1 AcWLYe EQJaJePeQW 
 HaQdRXW ��TUaLQLQJ FeedbacN SULVP.NX.edX 

TUaiQiQg LRcaWiRQ: TUaiQiQg DaWe:  /  /  M\ PURgUaP RU CeQWeU: 

PRViWiRQ (CiUcOe RQe): 
AdPLQLVWUaWRU  EdXcaWLRQ CRRUdLQaWRU DLVabLOLW\ CRRUdLQaWRU  MeQWaO HeaOWK CRQVXOWaQW 
TeacKeU TeacKeU AVVLVWaQW OWKeU (SOeaVe OLVW) __________________________________________________ 

PXW aQ “X” LQ WKe bR[ WKaW beVW deVcULbeV \RXU 
RSLQLRQ aV a UeVXOW Rf aWWeQdLQJ WKLV WUaLQLQJ: 

SWURQJO\ 
AJUee 

SRPeZKaW 
AJUee 

SRPeZKaW 
DLVaJUee 

SWURQJO\ 
DLVaJUee 

N/A 

I KaYe a beWWeU XQdeUVWaQdLQJ Rf ZK\ acWLYe 
eQJaJePeQW LV LPSRUWaQW LQ eaUO\ cKLOdKRRd.

I KaYe a beWWeU XQdeUVWaQdLQJ Rf KRZ WR 
facLOLWaWe aQd VXSSRUW acWLYe eQJaJePeQW  LQ 
P\ cOaVVURRP.  
I KaYe a beWWeU XQdeUVWaQdLQJ Rf KRZ WR�
VXSSRUW�XQHQJDJHG�FKLOGUHQ�

DXULQJ WKe WUaLQLQJ, I WKRXJKW Rf Za\V WR 
LQcRUSRUaWe ZKaW I ZaV KeaULQJ LQWR P\ daLO\ 
cOaVVURRP acWLYLWLeV.  
TKe WUaLQLQJ LQcOXded LQfRUPaWLRQ WKaW ZaV QeZ 
WR Pe, RU ZaV SUeVeQWed LQ a PaQQeU WKaW ZaV 
dLffeUeQW fURP RWKeU WUaLQLQJV.  
TKe SUeVeQWeU ZaV ZeOO-RUJaQL]ed aQd 
SUeSaUed fRU WKe SUeVeQWaWLRQ.  
TKe SUeVeQWeU ZaV NQRZOedJeabOe RQ WUaLQLQJ 
WRSLcV aQd abOe WR addUeVV TXeVWLRQV.  

POeaVe UeVSRQd WR WKe fROORZLQJ TXeVWLRQV UeJaUdLQJ WKLV WUaLQLQJ: 
TKe beVW feaWXUeV Rf WKLV WUaLQLQJ ZeUe… 

M\ VXJJeVWLRQV fRU LPSURYePeQW aUe… 

OWKeU cRPPeQWV aQd UeacWLRQV I ZLVK WR RffeU (SOeaVe XVe WKe bacN Rf WKe fRUP fRU e[WUa VSace): 
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